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REFUSE COLLECT I ON AND DI SPOSAL 

It has been estimated that the individu a l American thr ows 

a way from one to two p oun d s o f refuse d ai l y . In urban a reas the 

t o tal weight of discarded materials is a ppr oxi mat e l y twice as 

much, on a per capita basis, due to the rubbish a nd garbage fr om 

commercia l estab li shments. 1 

Because in a n urban a re a the vo lum e of refuse is s o great 

and the need for dispos a l so imper a tive, the municipality has 

traditionally perf ormed this service for its residents . 

Residents of Southern Pines a re provided with this service 

b y the town. No area o utside the town is served b y the munici -

p a lity except the San dhills Community College. The college has 

a contrac t with the town by which it reimburses the town for 

this service. 

Refuse col l ection and dispos a l are under the Street and 

Sanita tion Department. The t o wn is di v ided into two se c tions, 

one east and one west o f highway U . S. 1, f o r collection pur-

poses. Two crews of thr ee men each provide twice-weekly col l e c-

tion in the residenti a l secti o ns o f town. In commercial areas, 

collection is provided thr ee times weekly. 

In addition to refuse (gar b age and rubbish ) , street and 

yar d rakings are col le cted uFon request. Town ordinances re-

quire t hat refuse an d rubbish be stored in a water tight con-

tainer a t the re a r of lots. Street a nd yard rakings are 

co llected at th e curb. Refuse and rubbish a re picked up a t the 

re a r of re s id e n ces o r businesses. Yard an d street rakings a re 

picked up on a weekl y sche dule. 

Op eration 

Southern Pines us es th e ga rb age -t rain refuse co ll ection 

system. Under this system, es p ecial l y built tr ai l e rs are to wed 
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